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	Abbreviations for rank:

G/Cpt  
Group Captain

W/Cdr  
Wing Commander

Sq/Ldr  
Squadron Leader

F/Lt       
Flight Lieutenant

F/O       
Flying Officer

P/O       
Pilot Officer

NCOs    
Non Commissioned Officers

W/O      
Warrant Officer
F/Sgt     
Flight Sergeant

Sgt        
Sergeant

Cpl        
Corporal


	Other Ranks

LAC       
Leading  Aircraftsman

AC1     
Aircraftsman 1st Class

AC2     
Aircraftsman 2nd Class

Other abbreviations
CO          Commanding Officer

Wop/AG  Wireless operator/Air gunner
Obs         Observer (navigator)
OTU        Operation Training Unit
Kia           Killed in Action

Other less frequently used abbreviations are listed at end
	Notes & Search Words: 
Main categories in this column are:


People

Places
Squadrons
Dates
Bristol Blenheim (BB) Serial numbers

For ease of search & consistency: 

Dates are written as:   dd/mm/yyyy
          or (if mth only):       mm/yyyy
Squadrons listed as:   18Sq, 21Sq, etc
Ref to journals: Issue 56, page 4 = 56/4



	Issue 49: June 2004


	Topic
	Page
	Type
	Title
	Author
	Notes & Search Words

	
	1
	Report
	Chairman’s Comments
	Andrew Pierce 
	Graham Warner to be Society’s President; Betty George retiring as secretary (many thanks).  £12,000 raised in 2003 Draw.  Sad loss of Mike Henry, Les Gibbs, Jeanne Gibbs, Evie Saunders, Ron Scott’s mother.  Pic: The First Blow. BBs off Wilhelmshaven, 04/09/1939 (Gerald Coulson) 

	Blenheim Society
	2
	Data
	President and Committee from June 2004
	
	First listing of names and contact details of 7 society ‘officials’ and 4 committee members.  New editor Ron Bramley

	Frank Michael Henry, DFC
	3
	Obit
	Mike Henry
	Graham Warner
	Mike, editor of journal until end 2003, died 01/2004. Was Wop/AG in BBs with 110Sq, 101Sq & 21Sq, 2 Group Bomber Command.  From 08/1940 28 raids from UK on Channel ports, Germany, Brest & shipping.  Crashed Wattisham in L9310 after Boulogne raid.  To Malta 08/1941 with 107Sq, low level anti-shipping raids.  Gunnery Instructor at 13 OTU, Bicester, then more ops in Bostons with 107Sq & 88Sq until 07/1944.  Awarded DFC.  Wrote book ‘Air Gunner’, pub Crecy. 
Ron Bramley (previous editor of ‘Air Gunners Magazine’) also pays tribute to Mike.

Pic: Mike Henry presented with DFC by King George VI at RAF Hartford Bridge 06/1944.  W/Cdr Townsend, Equerry to King.

	G/Cpt Gage Darwent Sise, DSO, DFC 
	4
	Obit
	‘Bill’ Sise
	Graham Warner
	‘A fine New Zealand pilot’. Flew BB Mk IVs with 254Sq off Norway.  28/03/1942, after covering Commando withdrawal from St Nazaire, crash landed in Cornwall. As 254Sq Sq/Ldr on 20/11/1942 led Beaufighter ‘Strike Wing’ attack off Holland & crash landed in Essex.  Later CO 248Sq; completed 150 ops.  Awarded DSO & DFC (both with bars) & retired as G/Cpt. 

	G A Riddle
	4
	Obit
	G A Riddle 

	Ian Carter & Gordon Chignall 
	‘Jimmy R’ was Observer with 211Sq C flight in Western Desert, Greece, Sumatra, Java & ‘chased’ to Australia by Japs. Then with 31Sq, Burma, to support Chindits.  Died 12/01/2004 aged 94.

	Ronald Dudman
	4
	Obit
	Ron Dudman 

(Mick)
	Ian Carter & Helen
	Comrade of ‘Jimmy’ Riddle & also in 211Sq C flight. He was fitter, then Fitter/AG in Greece, Sumatra, Java & Australia. Then to India &, on return to UK, to RAE Farnborough where became engineer in charge of Aircraft Department Squadrons.  Died 27/01/2004

	AVM Antony Greville Dudgeon CBE, DFC
	4
	Obit
	Tony Dudgeon
	Graham Warner
	Left Cranwell as pilot in 1935 to join 11Sq (XISq) flying Harts in NWF of India. In 1940 was Flight Commander 45Sq flying BBs in ME, then CO 55Sq at Fuka, western desert flying 50 raids in 3 mths & awarded DFC. In 1941 to 4 FTS Habbanyia for ‘rest’; describes defending base from Iraqi siege in ‘The War That Never Was’ (republished 2000 as ‘Hidden Victory’).  Retired from RAF in 1968.  Also wrote ‘Luck of the Devil’ and ‘Wings Over North Africa’ which describe wartime RAF life in ME.  

	Jeanne Gibbs
	4
	Obit
	Jeanne Gibbs
	Betty George
	Jeanne & Les Gibbs (ex RAF) were early & active Society members, Jeane being membership secretary for many years.  She was a land-girl during WWII – at London Zoo!  Jeanne died 12/01/2004 & Les soon after.  Condolences to family. 

	Fred Atton
	4
	Obit
	Fred Atton
	Joan Atton & Ron Scott
	A Society member, ex-RAF & structural engineer from South Croyden, Fred died at Christmas while on holiday in Dorset, aged 91.    

	Evie Saunders
	5
	Obit
	Evie Saunders
	Ron Scott
	Evie finally achieved a life-long ambition to fly by gaining her PPL aged 69!  She flew regularly from Shoreham, supported Society actively, sold her house to buy Piper Warrior (G-EVIE), based at Compton Abbas, with Trust to teach people to fly.  Courageous woman.

	Bill Baguley
	5
	Obit
	‘Bill’ Baguley
	Ron Bramley
	Ex-Fitter 2E with Blenheim Squadrons who is renowned for his research into Bomber Command losses which, along with photo, was passed to Society.  
Pic: Blenheim Day with Bill & others in front of Blenheim.

	
	5
	Obits
	We shall remember them
	Editor
	Other recent deaths of Society members: WT Fallon (Bill) on 10/04/2004, ex-113Sq in Burma; W Archer (membership no 249); Jack Caslaw from Chigwell who ended up flying gliders for army. £130 donated to Society in Jack’s memory.

	Blenheim Society
	6
	Letter
	Graham Warner
	Brian Jackson
	A tribute by member 237 to restored BB G-BPIV at Duxford & the dedication & determination of Graham (GW) after the original G-MKIV crashed at Denham a month after 12yr restoration completed in 05/1987. This 2nd restoration of G-BPIV took GW, John Romain & team 6yrs & considerable personal cost.  In addition to two books on the restoration, GW also researched, wrote & published the definitive work on the BB – ‘The Bristol Blenheim: a complete history’ (pub Crecy), with 2nd edition in preparation.  Blenheim Society was formed autumn 1987 to: bring BB air & ground crew together; research & record BB history; assist British Air Museum put BB back in air.  It arose from GW’s appeal for 2nd restoration.  Thank you Graham! (GW has now donated BB G-BPIV to Company to repair & operate it).  Pic: unknown wartime BB.  

	
	7
	Report
	Summary report of AGM by chairman
	Andrew Pierce
	Welcome to our new President, Graham Warner.  Thanks to Betty George, secretary since Society’s formation & now stepping down, but made vice-President.  £5,500 cheque handed to Blenheim (Duxford) Ltd (who now own BB) raised from donations, sale of goods, raffle, etc and books donated by Mike Henry’s son (£300 raised at AGM!).  Following AGM Jim Nicolson spoke about his uncle F/Lt J B Nicolson, who awarded Fighter Command’s only VC in WWII during Battle of Britain, with slides & recording of contemporary report of the action.

	
	7
	Report
	From the Engineering Side
	Smudge
	Blenheim Duxford Ltd now set up, some sponsors money in place & hope to make it a Charitable Trust.  Dave Betts collected myriad small parts to send off for cadmium plating (anti-corrosion); apprentice Matt stripped engine frame for X-ray prior to rebuild.  Two short-term staff stripping wings to send for stress-check X-rays.  Once repaired, wings to be primed, wrapped and stored.  Thanks Society for £5,500 donation & Lady Jessica Broom for £1,000 in memory of Sir Ivor.

	
	8
	Report
	Visit to Vraux/Champagne, July 2004
	Tony Tranter
	Tony outlines programme for planned visit to Vraux & Champagne area for 4 days from 12/07/2004 covering Bastille Day ceremony at Maison Rouge, Vraux (front line base in 1940).  RAF Lossiemouth supports event.  Cost £130.  To book, contact Tony.

	XV Squadron
	9
	Letter
	Sq/Ldr Philip James Camp DFM
	P Camp
	Ref article on Blenheim air/ground crew (47/3) P Camp writes Philip J Camp joined 15Sq as Obs in Fairey Battles 30/01/1939. XVSq in AASF, withdrew France 12/1939, re-equipped BBs.  After 26 ops trained as pilot at Upwood then W/Cdr Bandon (Earl of) ‘crash’ course for Obs to pilots on BBs.  Then posted 37Sq on Wellingtons to ME. 
If in XVSq 1939-1945. Contact details via email address at bottom of web site     

	110 Squadron
	9
	Letter
	
	CT Payne
	On 20/08/1945 110 (H) Sq flew last sortie of WWII from Hwambe (Rangoon) to Sittang River.  110Sq also in first WWII raid in BBs over Wilhelmshaven in 1939.  Payne in 110Sq 11/1941 to 07/1944 (BBs then Vengeances). 110Sq reunions now at Cedars Hotel, Stowmarket (prev held at Wattisham).  Numbers dwindling.  Any ex-110Sq with news of P/O Robinson, Sgt Pullock & Sgt Parrish (pilots) or Sgt Harris (Wop/AG). Contact details via email address at bottom of web site     

	
	9
	Wanted
	Bill Edrich
	Ralph Barker
	Author & ex-Wop/AG Barker planning new book of 10 RAF WWII stories. Help needed for section on MkIV BBs of 107Sq (2 Group) in 1941, esp about Bill Edrich (cricketer).  Contact details via email address at bottom of web site     

	
	9
	Letter
	Bader’s legs
	Liz Watts
	Liz’s uncle’s information forwarded to AGA Data Base at Yorkshire Air Museum, Elvington.  He (Sgt John Edward Pearson ‘Jack’, Wop/AG) pushed Bader’s legs out of BB hatch!  Liz’s dad (HJ Pearson ‘Joe’) wrote poems, one (pub in ‘Midland Voices’) is included: ‘They flew to preserve our freedom…’ 


	
	10
	Letter
	Letter from Graham Warner to the Chairman
	
	GW writes to formally thank Andrew Pierce, Ron Scott, committee & Society membership for £12,000 from 2003 draw & presented at Christmas lunch on 06/12/2003. This passed to John Romain at Blenheim (Duxford) Ltd.  GW also explains his decision to donate the Blenheim to the new Company after 25yrs ownership.

	
	10
	Report
	Please Welcome to the Blenheim Society
	
	Lists 6 new members.

	
	11
	Review
	‘Blenheim Over The Balkans’ 

by James Dunnet
	
	This book is a personal account of 211Sq from Western Desert, Greece, Crete and FE using a variety of primary sources & recollections, incl from TH Wilson (‘Wings Over Olympus’) & an account of 211Sq fateful raid on Easter Sunday (13/04/1941). Foreword by Sir Ivor Broom

	
	11
	Report
	Balkan Pilgrimage
	Ian Carter
	On 60th anniversary of 211Sq tragedy on 13/04/1941, Ian describes his visit to Paramythia, via Athens, Corinth and Agrinion, then to Microlimni, Lake Mikro Prespa, Karia, Trigonon, Florina and Alona to visit sites of BB crashes & graves of crews (incl F/Lt Buchanan) & to hear recollections of locals. He was accompanied by Maria Petroulaki, Hellenic Air Force translator.  Full story included as postscript to Dunnet’s ‘Blenheim Over the Balkans’  

	P/O Bruce Reynolds (42528)
	11-12
	Wanted
	Help … SOS
	Freda Blight
	Bruce (dob 08/01/1914), a pilot in 59Sq, was KIA on 19/08/1940 over North Caen (France) where he was buried before removal to Bayeux Cemetery in 1945 (XXVIII J4); two crew also died.  He’d joined RAF in 1938, posted France spring 1940 flying BBs on reconnaissance under AM Barrett.  Can anyone from 59Sq help/remember him?

Editor’s addition: Blenheim R2795 left Thorney Island, 22.00hr, to Caen with P/O B Reynolds 42528, Sgt WGF Whiting 581252, Sgt WGJ Wilkinson 546143.  FTR. P/O Reynolds died from wound 20/08/1940 & buried with crew (from ‘Costal Command Losses’, Vol 1, by Ross McNeill).  Contact details via email address at bottom of web site     

	
	12
	Data
	Where will we be this Airshow Season
	
	Lists dates and venues of airshows for 2004

	
	12
	Report
	Stop Press from Betty: Visit to Gellik
	Betty George
	Betty describes the church service at Gellik (Belgium) in 05/2004, taken by Rev Peter Hall & attended by XVSq (15Sq) & locals, the laying of wreaths at Memorials and the lively evening which followed.

	
	12
	Wanted
	No 18(B) Squadron Association: request for assistance 
	W/Cdr Andy Naismith
	Request to publish ‘recruitment advert’ for new association of ex-18Sq members (all ranks/trades) for annual reunion; first planned for spring 2005. Contact: 18(B) Squadron Assn, RAF Odiham, Hook, RG29 1QT 

	
	12
	Data
	Monument at Horsham St Faith (now Norwich International Airport)
	
	In 08/2002 Mrs Christine Armes advised of her plans for memorial for RAF airmen stationed at Horsham St Faith during WWII. Dedication ceremony on 29/07/2004.  Limited places so name & rank to: Contact details via email address at bottom of web site     


	
	13-14
	
	From the Editor
	Ron Bramley
	Ron explains his take over as Editor from Mike Henry DFC, apologises for lateness, thanks committee for help & outlines his background.  After joining RAFVR in 1939 was in 22Sq on Beauforts, then to No. 5 (Coastal) OTU to fly in BBs as a Wop/AG instructor with pilots on rest from 53Sq, 59Sq, 235Sq & 236Sq.  In V5799 when F/Lt Van der Hajden crashed landed at Chivenor 16/02/1942.  06/1942 posted 42Sq with P/O Maurice Adams (pilot), then overseas 08/1942 as Torpedo Bombing Squadron to Malta, ME and Ceylon (in SEAC), then to Army Support in Burma flying Bisleys.  Sub-titled ‘Ground Attack Squadron’ the rest of the article describes conditions in Burma due to weather, lack of spares, poor airfields & quarters, illness, accidents (BA662 on 22/02/1943; 29/08/1943 F/O Newcombe in BA451 crashed near Badarpur; 01/09/1943 BA200/N hit bridge; 12/09/1943 BA103/H in flames). 15/03/1943 BB raid on Irrawaddy with155Sq Mohawks escort; 03/1943 many crew posted to 217Sq in Ceylon with new crew from 152 OTU.  01/05/1943 42Sq to Kumbhirgram with Sq/Ldr Webster as CO.  Medical supplies dropped to Chindwin river patrol by F/O Adams.  Trial conversion of BB Vd blister gun turret.  08/07/1943 AHQ signal 034 42Sq & other BB squadron to convert to Hurricanes.  14/07/1943 raid on Makalagon (Japanese HQ for Indaw).  Unit non-operational from 01/09/1943; pilots to Yelahanka (Hurricane conversion); from 13/09/1943 BBs ferried to 315 MU Nagpur or Calibration Flights, etc.  Other crew to Liberator Conversion in India.  Other places mentioned are: Rajyeswarpur, Surma Valley; Pinlebu (Bisley with F/O Kerr lost); Indaw oil installations; Imphal (used as forward base); Mawlaik (08/1943 last raid by 42Sq with Bisleys).  Pic: Ground crew detraining at Rajeswarpur in 1932.

	
	14
	Report
	Constant Endeavour
	Ron Bramley
	Thanksgiving service at Westminster Abbey paid tribute to RAF Coastal Command, but neglected the BB in its folder; 4 Blenheim squadrons (53Sq, 59Sq, 235Sq & 236Sq) were all in Coastal Command. 

	
	14
	
	39Sq Marauders Assn
	
	Quote ref BBs from 39Sq Assn newsletter 43, summer 2002. 

	
	15-16
	Article
	By Bisley BA503 to Karachi (9th to 17th January 1943)
	Ex F/O Dennis Cooke (185711)
	Provides background to Takoradi, West Africa to Heliopolis, Egypt, staged route for a/c to ME & FE; 1937 Takoradi air display for George VI’s coronation (when Mussolini in Ethopia & Hitler in Austria); 47Sq flew Vickers Vincents & 216Sq Vickers Valentias.  Role of Takoradi in a/c supply route.  F/O Cooke Wop/AG in 69Sq ASV Wellingtons, Malta, then posted to ADU, Cairo, 12/1942. On 09/01/1943 flew with Sgt Sid King (pilot) in Pan American DC54 to Wadi Seidna to deliver grounded Bristol Bisley (BA503) to Mauripur Airport, Karachi. Set off 12/01/1943 for Asmara, Ethopia (describes night out at Kit Cat Cabaret with Italians), then Sheikh Othman (Irving jackets!), RAF Salalah, Masira Island (described), arriving Mauripur 17/01/1943.  Mentions T1154 & R1155. 


	BB potted histories
	16
	Data
	Blenheim Serials Mk I

 (all from the initial production batch at Filton)
	Graham Warner
	BB Mk 1: K7081, K7082, K7083, K7084, K7085, K7086, K7087, K7088, K7089, K7090, K7091, K7092.

Pic: K7103, 30Sq, Heliopolis, Egypt, 1938


	Issue 48: November 2003


	Topic
	Page
	Type
	Title
	Author
	Notes & Search Words

	
	1
	Report
	Chairman’s Comments
	Andrew Pierce
	Year of changes to committee; sad death of President Sir Ivor Broom, retirement of our secretary Betty George, last journal for editor Mike Henry.  Dickie Rook will do Presidential role if needed.  Ron Bramley taking over as editor.  Blenheim repairs estimated to take two years.  Money needed; draw doing well; new members joining.  Greeting for 2004  

	
	2
	Wanted
	Information required: Blenheim IV marked K-3
	Dott. Roberto Azzalin
	Dr Azzalin, a researcher of Italian Royal Aeronautics during WWII wants any info on BB IV (K-3) shot down 10/01/1941 off Capri, Gulf of Naples.  Email: sara.robert@libero.it

	Sgt H Owen (56204)
	2
	Wanted
	Information about Sgt H Owen of 219 Squadron
	A E Prowse (Tony)
	Sgt H Owen, 56204, was Wop/AG with 219Sq during Battle of Britain.  Any info or pics of 219Sq BBs at that time to: Contact details via email address at bottom of web site or via editor

	F/O FE Baker (49319)
	2
	Wanted
	Plea for Help!
	Editor
	George Checkett needs photo of inscription to F/O FE Baker (49319) on panel 268 of Runnymeade Memorial, Surrey, with whom he flew for two tours of ops.  Formerly staff pilot at 13 OTU Bicester, Baker converted to Lancasters & was lost 12/03/1945.

	
	2
	Data
	‘Blenheim Country’ Aviation Museum
	Editor
	Norfolk & Suffolk Aviation Museum incl RAF Bomber Command Museum, 446th Bomb Group USAAF Museum, Royal Observer Corps Museum, RAF Air-Sea Rescue & Coastal Command Museum & 25 historic aircraft.  On B1062 one mile west of Bungay. Free entrance & parking. Tel: 01986 896644

	
	2
	Letter
	Thanks for a donation …
	Betsy Hewlett
	Thanks to Blen Soc members for donations to Jubilee Sailing Trust (tall ships Lord Nelson & Tenacious) in memory of husband Wilf Hewlett.

	
	2
	
	My final words as Editor
	Editor
	Sad to hand over editorship after six year due to own health & role as wife’s carer. Hope our BB in air again soon.  Thanks to all & to West 4 Printers, esp Joan Scrivener.  Mike Henry, founder member No 16

	
	3
	Pic
	Andrew Rae’s excellent painting of N6189 as it circled Wilhelmshaven 
	Mike Henry
	Painting of N6189 preparing to bomb cruiser ‘Emden’ on 1st RAF WWII raid, 04/09/1939. Shows battleship ‘Tirpitz’. Five BBs lost. From 107Sq: F/O HB Lightoller (pilot), Sgt O Howells (Obs), AC1 E Lyons (Wop/AG) in N6189; F/Lt W Barton, F/O J Ross, Cpl J Ricketts in N6184; P/O W Murphy, Sgt L Ward, AC2 E Patterman in N6188; Sgt A Prince (Canadian) in N6240 all KIA.  Sgt G Booth & AC1 L Slattery (from N6240) first POWs.  From 110Sq: F/O H Emden, Sgt R Grossey (Obs from 42Sq), Sgt S McK Otty, AC2 R Evans also KIA.     

	Sgt A V Knowles
	4
	Wanted
	Anyone ex-82 Squadron who knew Sgt A V Knowles?
	Mrs ME Parker
	ME Parker, asks for any info about her brother, Sgt AV Knowles, missing on Gembloux raid 17/05/1940 in P6893.  Please contact: Contact details via email address at bottom of web site   


	Len Cooper
	4
	Obit
	Friend of Ian Carter dies
	Ian Carter
	Ex-211Sq fitter, Len Cooper died 07/07/2003 in Canada.  Len was with 211Sq in Western Desert, Greece, FE & a Japanese POW.

	
	4
	
	Your retiring editor apologises
	Mike Henry
	Ref comment at end of Accolade article in 47/15

	
	4
	Report
	Grand Flying Draw winner writes
	Richard Jackson-Bass
	Draw winner Richard describes his lesson in a Robinson R22 helicopter instructed by Tony Brown from Acorne Sports at Denham.

	
	5
	Article
	How things have changed
	George Checketts
	Commenting of Philip Pleace’s article (47/7) George tells of T2179 delivery flight on 03/12/1940 with Sgt FE Baker (pilot), Sgt R Hay (Obs) from Thorney Island to Malta (via Alps!); hand pumping petrol, setting off air- raid warning and empty tank.  Then to Abu Sueir, Egypt on 05/12/1940. 
Ed adds: 45Sq, T2179 FTR from Capuzzu raid 19/05/1941. P/O D Carter (pilot, aka G Reuter) & Sgt H Cassar (Obs) KIA; Sgt G Swanbo (Wop/AG) baled out & PoW.   

	
	5
	Article
	A pending flame thrower!
	Peter Russell
	Describes an innovation at 70 OTU, Nakuru, Kenya for cleaning a/c ferried from Takoradi to Khartoum, and truck missing V8 engines. 

	
	6
	
	Three hundred francs – why?
	Ron Scholefield
	Recount 07/1941 briefing at Portreath for flight to Malta via Gibralter in BB at which given package of 300 francs (for Cape Finistere or Algeria). 09/1941 105Sq & 107Sq survivors & others to Gourock, Clyde on HMS Kenya (sinking tanker Kota Pinang on way).  Train via Carlisle to West Kirby & to Ship Inn, Hoylake were Malta Dog sufferer Jerry Quinn DFM found franc notes useful.
Editor lost his notes at Luqa.

	
	6
	
	From an article ‘so many’
	Bill Burberry
	Looking in the 1940 ‘Manchester Guardian’ quote in 47/14, Bill found an paragraph by Churchill recognising the vital role of Bomber Command, high casualty rate & need for special campaign medals for bomber crews. 

	
	6
	Data
	Grand Flying Draw 2003
	
	Lists winners drawn at Duxford on 12/10/2003.  

	
	7
	Report
	Those wonderful people of Vraux and Gellick
	Tony Tranter
	Describes the annual visit by members on 10th May commemorating RAF crew shot down defending Gellik in 1940, organised by Walther Veugen & friends.  Stayed in Mme Odette Geraerts’ Apollo Hotel.  RAF XVSq there; tributes laid by Betty George & Rae Eames.  At Vraux 15Sq represented by CO W/Cdr Bill Gibson & officers, arriving in Tornados.  Vraux museum & Association Maison Rouge commended.  Tiger Moth fly-past.  Excellent events.
Pics: Betty George & W/Cdr Gibson with XVSq members at Vraux; XVSq Tornado.

	
	7
	
	Annual celebration in Belgium and France
	Mike Henry
	Encouraging members to join Tony Tranter, et al on 2004 trip to Vraux & Gellik 

	
	8
	Report
	Turning back the clock
	Mick Henry
	Quotes from article in ‘The Journal’ (London Rd N, Lowestoft, NR32 1NB) 29/08/2003 ‘Hopes high that a grounded wartime plane will fly again’ celebrating both 60th anniv of town adopting 107Sq & the Blenheim. Mentions history & work of Blenheim Society, Graham Warner, W/Cdr Hugh George; the role of BB in Europe, ME, FE & Battle of Britain.  Mike Henry DFC (ed), was Wop/AG on BBs & wrote ‘Air Gunner’. Contact details via email address at bottom of web site Pic: Mick Henry at Duxford with father Mike.   


	
	9
	
	How I arrived in Malta
	Charles Cave
	Relates airman’s journey from Govan docks to Malta in HMS Argus (with Hurricanes & Blackburn Skuas), dept Greenock 23/07/1940, work as steward, arriving Gibraltar 27/07/1940, visiting Ark Royal, then by submarine Pandora (loaded with Hurricane spares) to Malta; others on HMS Proteus.  Note: Bill Newman (ed George Cross Island Newsletter No. 58) adds that Charles worked on BBs, Beaufighters & other a/c for 2 years on Malta.

	Sq/Ldr John Bernard Fyfe, DFC (24208)
	9
	
	Anyone remember John Bernard Fyfe, ex 59 & 107 Squadrons?
	Jane Enright
	Jane’s grandfather was lost with crew Sgt PB Taylor (Obs) & Sgt TO Price (Wop/AG) of 107Sq in BB IV T1850 on 11/08/1940 raid on Dinard airfield.  He was also in 59Sq.  Little know by family – any info to Jane Enright, Contact details via email address at bottom of web site     

	
	9
	
	Blenheim crews – air & ground
	Editor
	Good response to request (47/3) for list of surviving Blenheim squadron & OTU air & ground crew.  Lists 32 names which will pass on to new editor.

	
	9
	Pic
	82Sq Blenheim
	
	See 48/4.  ME Parker sent in photo by Sgt Knowles of 82Sq Mk I BB, marked ‘OZ’

	
	10
	Pic
	
	
	Pic by Pat Woodward of Lady Broom & ‘Dinty’ Moore taken at Blenheim Day lunch, Duxford, 21/09/2003

	219 Squadron
	10
	Review
	‘From Dusk Till Dawn’ 
by TW Kitching, BA
	Mike Henry
	Story of 219Sq RAF (1918-1957) which reformed 10/1939 at RAF Catterick under CO Sq/Ldr RLR Atcherley (‘Batchy’) who flew a German Storch.  219Sq later equipped with AI.  Book includes accounts by air & ground crew & quotes from pilot John Topham about 15/08/1940 raid, with 88Sq, over Driffield,  Price £9.90, pub FPD Services Ltd, Pickwick House, Chosen View Rd, Cheltenham GL51 9LY. (Batchy’s brother, David Atcherley, served in 2 Group, Brussels, 1945, under Basil Embry.) 

	
	10-11
	Review
	‘Attack!’ 

by Victor Bingham
	Mike Henry
	A broad view scenario of Group 2 Bomber Command activity over the Battle of Britain period & conditions under which they operated (Chance Lights, gooseneck flare paths, grass airfields, etc), with many pics and notes from Blenheim boys.  Book helps highlight the contribution and sacrifices of bombers, incl BBs, in defence of UK prior to Lancasters.   

	
	11
	
	Roll of Honour – help the Blenheim Fund
	Mike Henry
	Mike has compiled list of BB aircrew KIA between 01/09/1939 & 31/12/1940 (covering ‘Phoney’ War, Battle of France, Dunkirk & Battle of Britain). Over 1,000 aircrew listed with date, rank, duty, squadron, BB number.  Copies available £4 from FM Henry (£2 to Blenheim Fund). (Note: these crews also listed in G Warner’s book ‘The Bristol Blenheim’ & in books on RAF Bomber, Fighter & Coastal Command Losses and RAF ME losses).

	
	11
	
	Norwich Memorial – update
	Editor
	Mrs Christine Armes has informed editor that site for the memorial at Norwich airport now agreed, granite block has arrived from India, and dedication planned for spring 2004 

	
	11
	Report
	AAIB Bulletin No. 11/2003
	
	Aircraft accident report form, submitted by pilot, describing cause of accident to ‘our’ Blenheim at Duxford on 18/08/2003.

	
	12
	Pic
	
	
	Pic by Mick Henry (3rd) of damaged Blenheim.

	
	12
	Poem
	‘A lady in distress’
	Ekim
	Poem about the damaged Blenheim

	BB potted histories
	12
	Data
	Blenheim Serials 
(Mk I) continued
	Graham Warner
	BB Mk 1: K7068, K7069, K7070, K7071, K7072 (became prototype of Mk IV), K7073, K7074, K7075, K7076, K7077, K7078, K7079, K7080.


	Issue 47:  July 2003


	Topic
	Page
	Type
	Title
	Author
	Notes & Search Words

	
	1
	Report
	Chairman’s Comments
	Andrew Pierce
	At AGM Hon Sec Betty George said she intends to stand down at next AGM.  Grand Flying Draw sold £700 to date.  Over 30 members attended National Arboretum dedication event in June.

	Editorial
	1
	Report
	Editor’s Comments
	Mike Henry
	Being computerless means reliance on post for articles.  Why does Air Gunner sculpture only represent those who flew 1943-1945? From 1940 AGs had low pay, no rank yet same risks as other aircrew – & BBs turrets draughtiest ever, except for Fairey Battles.  

	
	2
	Wanted
	Appeal on behalf of the West Essex & South Herts Far East Prisoner of War (1941-45) Association
	George Money 
(Hon Sec & Treasurer)
	Author served in 84Sq 11/1940 to 03/1942 then POW in Java.  He wants to contact members 14Sq (09/1940-07/1941) who served with Sgt Harold P Jeudwine (pilot, whose BB shot down Malene 25/05/1941 with loss of all crew) & Sgt Len Small (Obs, transferred 84Sq 07/1941 & executed as POW Java 03/1942).  Harold’s cousin W/Cdr John Jeudwine was CO of 84Sq in FE in 01/1942 & probably knew Sgt Small. John J one of 12 84Sq crew to escape to Australia & return to UK, but died in aircrash 10/1945.  Any info about relationship between John & Harold Jeudwine & Len Small appreciated: Contact details via email address at bottom of web site     

	
	2
	Letter
	Mr Andrew Rae now has his ‘letter’ & Tim Dean has been given a lead …
	Albert Butterworth
	Andrew Rae (46/2) now has letter ‘C’ to complete painting of F/O Lightoller’s a/c (see 48/3).  Tim Dean’s father (see 46/9) P/O George Earnest Dean 

	
	2
	
	Ex-Blenheim Squadron involved in Iraq war
	Ed of ‘101 Matters’
	101Sq with VC10 Tankers trailed Tornados in ME.  In 1941 flew BBs from West Raynham, then Wellingtons with Group 3.  Awarded Battle of Honour ‘Kosovo’, then Afghanistan 2001 & now in Iraq.

	
	2
	
	Issue No. 46 – self administered clanger!
	Editor
	46/9 ‘Still Forgotten’, 1st para: 10x12cm should be 10x12 inches

	
	3
	Letter
	They’ll never forget
	Lothair Vanoverbeke

(local historian)
	Three crews commemorated in the same town.  10/11/2002 Wevelgem (Westflanders, Belgium) council supported inaugurated monuments at three crash sites. 21Sq: Sgt H Rowson (pilot, captured), Sgt Arthur KR Keates (Obs), LAC Donald V Cleaver (Wop/AG), both KIA on 25/051940 when BB L8734 crashed Kezelberg/Moorsele.  107Sq: S/Ldr PR Barr (pilot), P/O W Barford, DFC (Obs), P/O Trotter & F/Sgt NSH Phillips (both gunners) KIA 07/11/1942 when Boston III Z2157 crashed Chapel Ter Blest.  432Sq (RCAF): P/O Tommy Martin, F/O L Cannings, F/Eng Philip Mellor (RAF) KIA 09/05/1944 when Halifax III LW583 crashed Wevelgem.  From ‘Bomber Command Newsletter’, April 2003.



	
	3
	Data
	Future events
	
	Lists 8 forthcoming air displays & airshows; Society has marquee at Duxford airshow 12/10/2003.

	
	3
	Letter (edited)
	A small world
	Editor
	Ron Scott asked Mick Henry to get ‘kit’ to Len W Abbs in Lowestoft.  Len had joined RAF 07/1938, trained at School of Photography, Farnborough on Hawker Harts.  Posted 9Sq with Wellingtons at Honington, then joined 211Sq at El Daba, Western Desert on 12/03/1940.  In Greece 11/1940 to 04/1941 with 211Sq. 

	
	3
	
	Compilation of those who served on Blenheims whether air or ground crew
	Editor
	To compile list, editor requests info on name, final service rank/number, squadrons, category served & present residence of all surviving crew connected with BB

	
	4
	
	For those Blenheim boys who had their backs to the engines!
	
	Pic: hydraulically operated BB (Mk I &IV) gun turret.  Description of turret parts & use of twin .303 Browning machine guns & wireless & contortions necessary to use it.   

	
	4
	
	Sculpture of air gunner for RAF Museum
	Mike Henry
	Quotes from letter by President of Air Gunners Assn at its demise about aim for statue of Air Gunner at RAF Museum.  Pam Taylor commissioned to do sculpture of AG in 1943-45 clothing.  Editor suggests that in phoney war (Battle of Britain, Battle of France, etc) proportionately more AG KIA as AC2, AC1, LAC & corporal ranks flying BBs, Battles, Hampdens, Whitley's & Wellingtons before AGs made sergeants in 06/1940 & the flew Lancaster, Halifax & Stirling a/c. 

	
	4
	Data
	For your diary, Blenheim Day
	Editor
	Blenheim Day lunch on 21/09/2003, with Vraux Champagne & possible flight by BB.

	Fred Burton (‘Tich’)
	5
	Article
	A Blenheim Wop/AG’s interesting career
	
	An exact repeat of the article already listed in 51/6 issue (March 2005). N3564 collision at Lossiemouth was on 16/09/1940.

	Sgt Eric Chandler
	6
	
	Remembering a gallant crew
	Mike Henry
	Issue 42/6 reproduces AIR 2/8858 which recommends 82Sq F/Lt Watkins for VC & details 22/06/1941 raid on Lampedusaon from Malta in Z9545 when Watkins (pilot) injured, Sgt Sargent (Obs) takes over & Sgt Eric Chandler (Wop/AG).  Chandler shot down a CR42 & awarded DFM.  Editor met Eric often at 2 Group reunions at RAF Club. Eric now convalescing in Contact details via email address at bottom of web site & would welcome letters.  
Pic: Eric Chandler & wife Barbara.    

	
	6
	
	Blenheim chatter!
	
	· Many BBs passed to Admiralty, but only K7113 mentioned (Fleet Air Arm 759Sq). What happened to rest?

· A crew baled out because radio failed!

· Many AC2, AC1, LAC & Cpl ranks KIA before 06/1940 (mostly Wop/AGs, some Obs). Should have been promoted at outbreak of WWII.

· Anyone know of stories/facts behind BBs in airforces of Romania, Finland, Greece, Turkey & Yugoslavia?

	
	6
	Wanted
	Photograph of V5888
	Ian Carter
	Photo wanted of 114Sq RT-A V5888.  Send to Ian at Contact details via email address at bottom of web site.

	
	7
	Article
	Sending Blenheims to Malta
	Philip Pleace (‘Tivvy’)
	In 1940/41 BBs delivered over France direct to Malta from Thorney Island (shortest route) & 2 Group stations supplied Cpl fitters etc to service BB prior to dept.  Based with XVSq (15Sq) at Wyton, Cpl Pleace sent to Thorney Island & describes preparing BBs for long night-flight in batches of 6.  One returned from Alps with no petrol to taxi, another landed on Pantellaria island (Italian!).  How many actually arrived to join Malta’s 3 Gladiators (Faith, Hope & Charity)?

	
	7
	Data
	Malta’s undersea Blenheim
	
	BB in sea off Xrobb-il Ghagin, Malta, now identified by Sean Morrison & others as Z7858 of 18Sq shot down (by Me109 pilot Lt Herbert Hass of I/NJG2) on shipping raid of Argostoli harbour, 13/12/1941. Sgt Frank William Jury (Pilot), Sgt Tom G Black (Obs) & Sgt Danis Ivan Mortimer (Wop/AG) all KIA.

Pic: Mercury engine cowling (underwater)    

	
	8
	Article
	Those wonderful people of Vraux – part 4
	Tony Tranter
	German occupied Vraux 1940 after 114Sq left.  Bernadette, then aged 12, recalls events chronologically, with help of Ken Garrett, including: 11/09/1939 XVSq arrived Vraux; 10/12/1939 15Sq replaced by 114Sq; 19/12/1939 Chamberlain & Daladier visit; 11/01/1941 violent storms, many RAF crew FTR; 10/05/1940 German blitzkrieg, Vraux airfield bombed, lot of refugees; 14/06/1939 order to evacuate Vraux; 17/06/1940 bridges attacked, violent storms, houses ablaze, demoralised France & Belgian troops crossing field, rumours; 05/11/1940 curfew 7pm to 8am;  15/08/1941 new bridge over Marne; 04/1943 villagers used as guards; 17/04/1943 RAF a/c shot down at Aigny; 14/08/1944 Dog fight between US & German a/c, bombs on bridges, German Todt in area conscripting ‘forced’ local to work on V1 ramp; 28/08/1944 Germans left with ‘loot’ & Americans arrived; resistance ‘Groupe Conde-Vraux’ out of hiding, pontoon bridges.  Bernadette & Pierre describe occupation life, food, clothing, etc. Interesting insight combining facts & lived experiences.

Pic: Pierre & Bernadette Pariset at Red House Memorial.

	
	9
	Report
	Gellik revisited, May 2003
	
	Thanks to people of Gellik for hospitality, esp Walter Veugen.  Pics: Plaque dedicated by Canon Peter Hall 12/05/1990; Betty George & Red Eames (XVSq) with current 15Sq personnel. 

	
	9
	Letter (edited)
	Blenheim Observer’s grave tended for 50 years by Belgian gentleman
	MJ Pitt
	M Chretien Jeurissen-Thielen has tended grave of Sgt GF Couzens, Obs in 57Sq BB P6930 shot down 12/05/1940, at Vlijtingen & would like to hear from family, friends or personnel who knew Sgt Couzens. His contact detail: Torenstraat 22, bus 6, 3500 Hallelt-Runkst, Limburg, Belgium.  Both P/O GKR Drimmie (pilot) & AC1 R Shuttleworth (Wop/AG) became POWs. Pic: M Jeurissen at Sgt Couzens well-tended grave.  

	
	10
	Report
	‘Smudge’ host to visiting gunners
	
	Doug Sutcliffe (AG course at Jurby on BBs) and Joe Hill are shown round BB & workshop at Duxford by Smudge. Pics: Doug sitting inside turret, and alongside BB UX-N.

	
	10
	Report

(edited)
	Horsham St Faith memorial
	Mrs CP Armes
	Mrs Armes considers the airport (now Norwich International) from which RAF & USAF flew in WWII a more appropriate site than Fifers Lane. This now agreed by airport officials so plans can progress.  Thanks to Jim Moore (Dinty).

	
	10
	
	Kit Krazy
	
	Plastic & Metal kit retailers, Kit Krazy, will give Society members a 15% discount on orders.  303 The Broadway, Bexleyheath, DA6 8DT. Tel: 0020 8298 7177



	
	10
	Data
	A date for your calendar or diary
	
	Deadline for November issue (48) copy is 20/10/2003

	
	11
	Letter
	Still hard to convince?
	Mike Henry
	A copy of Mike’s response (Daily Telegraph 31/03/2003) to letter by Lord Tebbit.  Entitled ‘Bomber Heroes’ it welcomes a monument to commemorate the Battle of Britain, but says role of Group 2 medium bombers is ignored.  Mentions raids on barges at Calais, Dunkirk, Boulogne, Ostend, from Scotland to Norway in all conditions & with heavy losses from 1st day of WWII (5 of 10 BBs lost 04/09/1939 Wilhelmshaven raid); all deserve recognition.

	
	11
	Data
	Presidential coincidences
	
	Lists six similarities between the data on US President Lincoln and, a century later, President Kennedy.

	
	11
	Report
	We shall remember them
	
	RIP to following members: Mrs EB Sopwith (Hadleigh, Suffolk); Mr MJ Underwood (Banstead, Surrey); Mr KV Thompsett (Fakenham, Norfolk); W/Cdr WJL Sheehan (Brentford, Middlesex, died 02/02/2002); F/Lt WH Hewlett (‘Wilf’ from Ricksmanswoth, Herts, joined RAF Cranwell 1937, later XVSq Abingdon, flew over France in Fairey Battles & BBs; active in society with wife Betsy). 

	
	11
	
	Blenheim Chatter
	Mike Henry
	· Many non-op BB crashes during pilot transition to BBs from bi-planes; several common causes are detailed. Many resulted in casualties.

· Collisions of a/c on air & ground, esp when formatting at OTUs, often resulted in a/c write-offs – examples given.  

Any memories of near-misses?

	
	12/13
	Report
	From the engineering side of ‘our’ Blenheim
	John ‘Smudge’ Smith
	Part 1: Mk I BB nose rescued by Ralph Nelson (electrical engineer) at end WWII from scrap yard at Filton & converted into electric car with Austin 7 chassis.  Remains of this & ‘cut off bits’ given to Duxford team.  Stage of nose rebuild reported; hope to join to Canadian-built fuselage.  Time & money limit progress (works with Debs Perrott).  From manufacturers plate identified as nose as Avro built L6739, delivered to 23Sq 02/09/1939 (Ed: damaged 14/09/1939 by F/O MJ Louden, struck off 31/12/1940). Night fighter in Battle of Britain.  On BB concern about oil burn rate of port engine; Ron Scott helped with cleaning! General maintenance.

Part 2: Cause of oil leak found. In 2002 the 18 cylinder of the 2 Mercury XX engines ceramic coated to restore bore size, 10 with ‘Nu-Chrome’ & 8 with ‘Channel-Chrome’; the latter leaked oil.  These re-honed & given new rings.  Maintenance/checks on magnetos, ignition harness, propellers, flaps, etc & test flight 28/05/2003 & to Coventry & Shuttleworth airshows 30/05/2003. 

	
	13/14
	Article
	600 Squadron in 1940
	Richard Haine
	Prior to Battle of Britain six 600Sq BBs led by CO flew to Walhaven airport, Rotterdam in vain attempt to prevent Ju 52s landing; only 1 a/c returned.  Author’s L1514 (ZK-N) shot down at Overflakki; to UK in frigate with AG & Queen Wilhelmena!  600Sq to Northolt then returned to share Manston with Spitfire & Hurricane squadrons, who flew in day while BBs bombed at night. Vividly contrasts the different lives & experiences of fighter & bomber crews; the long dark flights, un-reliable radar & radios, target searching, fatigue & frustration, avoiding balloon barrage & friendly fire to find way home to blacked out airport, the sleepless days due to raids by Dornier & Heinkel a/c, the distress of watching BB crash in sea off Broadstairs, avoiding runway bomb-craters in the dark.  Move west to Hornchurch was little better, then to grass airfield at Redhill.  BBs slowly replaced by Beaufighters with better radar & armaments. Then to Highland for rest.  Well written article.  Obit, see 63/2

	
	14
	
	The debt to our airmen
	
	‘Manchester Guardian’ extract 21/08/1940 about courage & skills of RAF day-time bomber crew & importance of their task in defeating Nazis (who might appear victorious in Caspian, Black Sea & approach to India) by destroying German infrastructure 

	
	15
	Report
	The final accolade
	Richard Rook

(‘Dickie’)
	Report on service of thanksgiving to AM Sir Ivor Broom KCB, CBE, DSO, DFC, AFC at St Clement Danes Church, 28/05/2003 at which ACM Sir Michael Stear gave address covering Sir Ivor’s life and incl pre-WWII, his Blenheim & Mosquito days, suite named after him at Gatewick.  Author had known Sir Ivor over 60 years. Several ex-Blenheim aircrew & society members present at over-flowing church, incl Graham & Shirley Warner.  Sir Ivor was Blenheim Society President, with active support of Lady Jess, to whom sincere condolences sent.

	BB potted histories
	15-16
	Data
	Blenheim MkI serials and brief histories. 
	Graham Warner
	BB Mk 1: K7033 (prototype MkI), K7034, K7035, K7036, K7037, K7038, K7039, K7040, K7041, K7042, K7043, K7044, K7045, K7046, K7047, K7048, K7049, K7050, K7051, K7052, K7053, K7054, K7055, K7056, K7057, K7058, K7059, K7060, K7061 (crashed with N6144), K7062, K7063, K7064, K7065, K7066, K7067
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	Topic
	Page
	Type
	Title
	Author
	Notes & Search Words

	AM Sir Ivor Broom
	1
	Obit
	Air Marshal Sir Ivor Broom KCB, CBE, DSO, DFC**, AFC
	
	Sir Ivor Broom died 24/01/2003.  Pic: Sir Ivor in Malta 2001, 60 years after serving there.

	
	2
	Report
	Chairman’s Comments
	Andrew Pierce
	Condolences to Sir Ivor’s family. AGM on 05/04/2003.  Graham Warner’s ‘The Bristol Blenheim’ having 2nd print run.  Grand draw star prize is de Havilland Vampire flight.

	
	2
	
	Sir Ivor’s funeral
	
	Donations, if wished, to The Peace Hospice at Watford or RAFA. John ‘Smudge’ Smith apologises that BB flypast ‘missed’ the funeral in spite John Romain’s readings from Bovington VOR; slight engine problem.  

	
	2
	Wanted
	A missing letter – please help!
	
	Andrew Rae painting of 107SQ & 110Sq BBs attack on German fleet, Wilhelmshaven 04/09/1939, esp N6189 (pilot F/O H Lightoller).  Has Sq letter, OM, but needs a/c letter.  Help to Mr Rae: Contact details via email address at bottom of web site     .  Lightoller son on 2nd officer on Titanic. See completed pic 48/3. 

	
	2
	Data
	Future Events
	
	Lists 8 forthcoming events involving the Society


	
	3
	Pics
	Illustrating the grand finale of a memorable Blenheim Day, September 2002
	
	Three pics from 2002 Blenheim Day:
· Gift of Vraux champagne

· ‘our’ Blenheim before low-level display

· Blenheim landing

· 

	
	3
	Data
	Reminders 1 & 2
	
	· Blenheim VC Commemoration at National Arboretum on 07/06/2003
· Issue 47 copy closing date 20/06/2003

	
	3
	Data
	Glad I stayed on 

Mk IVs
	Editor
	Bill Burberry sent copy of BB Mk V pilot notes; loaded a/c unstable under 150mph so Navigator to stay in nose! (cg 47” aft)

	
	4
	
	Wartime press snippets
	
	‘Italy’s Abyssinia air link threatened by RAF’, Daily Mirror 30/08/1940. RAF in Cairo report reccos over Kufra (landmark for Italian a/c) & raids on shipping in Derna Harbour, Nocra Island & Harrar (Italian East Africa) by BBs.  Raid also on Dessie (Abyssinia). 

	
	4
	
	Blenheims in Libya
	Ron Bramley & editor
	Pic: ‘British bombers swoop from desert skies’, ‘The War Illustrated’ 24/01/1941. Relentless raids on Marshal Graziani’s forces, Italian aerodromes, etc.  RAF credit for fall of Bardia.

	Bill McGrath &
Ian Blair
	4-5
	Article
	Two among many remarkable Blenheim Boys
	Graham Warner
	In 1940, aged 20, Bill McGrath joined 82Sq at RAF Watton as Obs on BBs, posted there after 82Sq lost 11 BBs on 17/05/1940 attack on Panzer column near Gembloux (& last BB DBR). With heavy Luftwaffe damage on RAF Driffield from Jutland, on 13/08/1940 82Sq attacked (German held) Aalborg airfield with 12 BBs led by W/Cdr EC de V Lart DSO; heavy flak & ME 109s.  Bill’s pilot bombed the airfield, but hit & crashed landed; Bill lost eye & damaged hip. 20 aircrew KIA & buried Vadum cemetery, 10 + Bills crew became POWs.  Danes still tend graves. Bill escaped from hospital, walked across Europe to Barcelona & returned to UK via Gibraltar; awarded Military Medal.  Always had limp.  
In mid-30s Ian Blair joined RAF as boy-entrant armourer then volunteered & trained as Wop/AG & flew with 113Sq in ME. Later trained as obs/navigator & sat next to pilot in BB MkI when Italian bullet killed pilot. Ian took over control; Wop/AG pulled body into ‘well’ & they flew BB 300mls over desert & landed safely. Awarded DFM & later trained as pilot. Both Ian & Bill were interviewed for TV programme ‘Spirit of Britain First’.  Pic: 604Sq Wop/AGs ‘Laccy’ Miller & ‘Pip’ Pierce by BB at North Weald (thanks Ron Bramley) 

	107 Squadron
	6
	Article
	Blenheim Squadron adopted 60 years ago
	Mike Henry
	107Sq formed at Lake Down, Salisbury, 05/1918 under Major JR Howett with DH9s.  Reformed 08/1936 at Andover, moved to Sarum 02/1937, then Harwell & Wattisham. On 1st day WWII (04/09/1939) 107Sq followed 110Sq on raid on German fleet off Wilhelmshaven.  4 BBs shot down, one FTR & 1st POW captured. 04/1940 107Sq at Lossiemouth from where W/Cdr Embry led 12 BBs on raid to Stavanger airfield Norway.  Quotes from letter by AC1 DM Merrett ref armourers work.  At Wattisham 107Sq involved in Dunkirk & Basil Embry shot down (see ‘Wingless Victory’ by Anthony Richardson ,ex-107Sq Adjutant). In 1946 CO W/Cdr Paddy Maher KIA in Mosquito.  The rewards to 107Sq aircrew are listed.  In 04/1943 107Sq adopted by Lowesoft; Mike’s son interested editor of local paper in 60th anniversary of this. Mike in 107Sq on BBs in Malta & Bostons in UK. Pic: 107Sq emblem.

	F/Lt Arthur Adrian Percy Weller, DFC
	7
	Review
	“Desert Wings” by Peter Holloway
	Mike Henry
	Subtitled ‘A Hurricane Pilot in the Western Desert’ book’s focus on F/Lt Arthur Weller’s (DFC) experiences in 80Sq & 274Sq 1939-1941 flying Hawker’s Hart & Audax, Gloster Gladiators & Hurricane MkIs. ‘Sam’ Weller met & married Nellie in Alexandria & owned an Isotta Fraschini open tourer. Benina airfield (near Benghazi) supplying Rommel. 274Sq’s CO, Sq/Ldr Hawkins asked F/O Arthur Weller (aged 23) to pilot a lone Hurricane & fly over 400mls to attack a/c at Benina on 27/04/1941.  Chapter 11 details the attack in which 7 JU 52s destroyed & 880mls flown; F/O Weller awarded DFC. ‘Sam’ also with 15th/19th Royal Hussars. Well illustrated A5 paperback costs £15 from Melverley Publishing, Bryn Mair, Alexandra Park, LL34 6YH (melverleypub@aol.com), 01492 622 347.  A few copies at £18 signed by W/Cdr EH Dean (‘Dixie’) & W/Cdr RF Martin (‘Dicky’) OBE, DFC, AFC (£3 to RAF Benevolent Fund). Highly recommended. 

	
	7
	Review
	‘No Hero, Just a Survivor’ 

by Bob Willis
	Mike Henry
	Extract from review by Eric Atkins, Editor of ‘The Mossie’ (Mosquito Aircrew Assn).  Bob joined RAFVR in 04/1941 &, teamed with Tommy Thompson, they were ‘most efficient fighting unit’ 11/1943 to 06/1945 with 47Sq in flying Beaufighters & Mosquitos, first in Libya then in India & Burma. Describes horrendous condition in FE. Price £18+p&p from Robert Willis Associates Ltd, 19 Rectory Lane, Emley, Huddersfield HD8 9RR (mail@robertwillis.co.uk)  

	
	8
	Report
	
	
	Pics from Christmas Luncheon at Leefe Robinson Beefeater, Stanmore, 07/12/2002.
· Sir Ivor hands over cheque for £10,750 to Graham Warner (from 2002 Draw)

· Fred Atton, aged 90, holding picture of BB as prize for winning competition.

Card of Steve Foster ‘Aircraft Glass Profiles’ who produced above picture.  Ex RAF Steve will produce glass paintings of any a/c & Squadron crests. Order from: Contact details via email address at bottom of web site     

	
	8-9
	
	Mast-high over Rotterdam
	
	Narration by a BB Wop/AG from Salford which printed in ‘We speak from the air: broadcasts by the RAF’, pub in 1942 by Ministry of Information (hence no names, dates, squadrons, etc).  Article describes very low flying over flat Dutch countryside to bomb shipping in Rotterdam harbour at 4.55pm & viewing the results.  Also quote from Air Ministry Communique about ‘successful daylight raid’ on Rotterdam docks by several Blenheim Squadrons of Bomber Command. 

	
	9
	
	Still forgotten?
	Editor
	After looking through RG Grant’s massive book ‘Flight, hundred years of aviation’ (2002), Editor finds only one BB picture (of QY-C), and very little mention of BBs or their Squadrons; eg section on Battle of France says Fairey Battle ‘took the stick’; loss of 300 of 500 BBs lost in 10 days not mentioned. Says BBs entered RAF 1938, however Sq44, Sq90, Sq110, Sq114, Sq139 & Sq144 were Flying Blenheim in 1937.   

	Sgt Edward George Dean (403153)
	9
	Wanted
	Information required–139 & 14 Squadrons
	Tim Dean
	Tim’s father, Edward George Dean, joined RAAF 06/1940 under Empire Air Training Scheme in Calgary, Canada.  Then to 139Sq in UK & 14Sq in Western Desert flying BBs & Mosquitos.  Can anyone help clarify dates, missions, a/c he flew in, etc?  Also has photos of RAAF airmen in 14Sq.  Any help, contact Tim at Contact details via email address at bottom of web site.

	
	10
	Report
	New Members
	Editor 
	Lists 10 new Members & one new Life Member, Alan Ballands from Jersey. Alan had crashed Z6271 on Kent cliffs returning from ‘circus’ after attack by Me 109 in which AG/Wop Sgt K Sanders was killed.  Editor flew 2 sorties with Alan from Malta 09/1941.
Thanks to Mick Henry for donation.

	
	10
	Pic
	
	
	Spooky pic of Treasurer, Ron Scott taken by  Andrew Pierce, Shuttleworth 09/2002 

	
	10-11
	Report
	The Engineering side of ‘our’ Blenheim
	John ‘Smudge’ Smith
	On a trip to make contacts & find spares on 31/10/2002 Smudge & Colin Swann flew to the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum (based at Commonwealth Air Training Plan Airfield, Mount Hope, Hamilton) where an enthusiastic volunteer team are restoring a Bolingbroke. They plan to use Pratt & Witney 1530 Wasp Junior engine (15 of 620 Bolingbrokes built with these) rather than Bristol Mercury engines.  Some Mercury engines in ‘open’ storage have spares potential. On to Assiniboia, Saskatchenwan to see a Lysander & Hurricane, then to Brandon, Manitoba (where Bolingbroke airframes already gutted).  To MacDonald Airfield, Manitoba where met Charlie Collins who has a complete Bolingbroke in his back yard.  Useful contacts made. 

	
	11
	Article
	Those wonderful people of Vraux - 

Part 3
	Tony Tranter
	Tony introduces us to Bernard Pauzie & his wife Mado. After studying at Chalons sur Marne & Radio School in Paris, Bernard got his Radio Ops certificate in 1949 &, after military service, joined Air France flying in Super Constellations, Viscounts, then (in Algeria) DC3s, DC4s & Breguet 763s, returning to Vraux 1986 for reunion of British, French & US servicemen.  In mid-1980s he’d helped Gerard Faux & Denis Rigollet collect wartime material for the Museum of the Association Maison Rouge, establish 1994. In 1987 Bernard & Gerard had visited Hugh George at founding of Blenheim Society.  Bernard then retrained as a flight engineer & flew on 747 Jumbos, Caravelles & Boeing 707s as flight engineer.  Now retired, he is treasurer of Maison Rouge Assn in Vraux. Pic: Bernard & Mado Pauzie.

	
	12
	Letter
(edited)
	From Blenheims to Liberators
	Graham Burrell
	Graham served as aircrew with 114Sq, West Raynham 08/1941 to 03/1942, then posted to 17 OTU Upwood.  He than took the place of a newly married colleague & posted to FE on dive bombers at Peshwar. Later to 215Sq on Liberators at Dhubalia, near Calcutta with 13½ hr bombing raid to Bangkok on 24/03/1945.  To Indonesia flying Dakotas before returning to UK, peacetime RAF & marriage. 1949: badly injured in crash at Tangmere & time at East Grinstead. 

	
	12
	
	Something to think about
	
	Humorous advice.


	
	12
	
	To absent friends
	
	Informed by solicitors that Leonard Hunt Member No 67) died on 17/09/2002. No further detail.  Condolences to family.

	
	12
	Pic
	
	
	Cartoon with BB by ‘Holly’: ‘And would we have a visiting card, Sir” (undated)
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	Topic
	Page
	Type
	Title
	Author
	Notes & Search Words

	
	1
	Report
	President’s Message
	Ivor Broom
	Thanks to Graham Warner not just for the only flying Blenheim, but also for his ‘complete’ history too. For 1st time over 100 attended annual lunch at Duxford. Thanks to all & best wishes for 2003

	
	1
	Report
	Chairman’s Comments
	Andrew Pierce
	Highlight of year is publication of Graham Warner’s ‘The Bristol Blenheim’ after many year of work; it furthers Society’s aims of preserving memories of aircrew & gets more recognition for BB.  Good to see President looking so well again at Blenheim Day lunch.  

	Frank Warren
	2
	Wanted
	Info required re Frank Warren
	Dick Froggatt
	Email asking info about Frank Warren, a pilot in 59Sq who took part in shipping raid from Thorney Island 22/06/1940 (? year). One ship said to carry 120 Luftwaffe pilots

	
	2
	Wanted
	23 Squadron and 25 Squadron
	PJ Mason
	Info about P/O E Orgias of 23Sq & Sgt Friend of 25Sq for names to be inscribed on Battle of Britain Monument. Info to PJ Mason, 141 Westend Road, SO18 6PJ.

	
	2
	
	The National Arboretum
	
	Fourth tree to honour all ‘other’ Blenheim squadron, air and ground crew.

	
	2
	
	Please be patient when calling
	
	If phoning Society Secretary Betty George, please leave phone to ring plenty of time 

	
	2
	
	Praise indeed
	
	39Sq ‘Marauder Assn’ Newsletter describes the BB as underpowered & under-gunned, but excellent & highly regarded! 

	
	2
	Wanted
	Appeal for photographs
	Sean Morrison
	Compiling list of BB crews who served in Malta in WWII, esp 107Sq (lists 17 aircrew names), 18Sq (8 names), 82Sq (14 names).  Contact Sean at: 6 Fair Way, North Way, GL20 8QD.  Thanks for help already given.

	
	3
	
	Question and answer
	Fred Newby
	Daily Mail question: was RAF Sgt Booth really the first POW of WWII?  Who was first German?  Fred’s reply: 04/09/1939 107Sq & 110Sq of 2 Group Bomber Command raided Wilhelmhaven. BB N6240 (from Wattisham) shot down; Sgt AS Prince (pilot) KIA, Sgt GF Booth (Obs) & AC1 LJ Slattery (Wop/AG) captured so first POWs. Three other BB from 107Sq & one from 110Sq also shot down with all 12 crew killed. On 26/09/1939 three Luftwaffe Dornier 18D flying boats downed off Great Fisher bank, one by Skuas of 803Sq, FFA on Ark Royal. Leutnants von Reitenstein & Korner, plus 2 other rescued by HMS Somali & imprisoned. 
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	Report
	Another satisfied winner
	Evie Haine
	Evie, a 2001 draw winner, wrote to Ron Scott thanking him for voucher & helicopter flight details. Evie (aged 84) gives a lovely description of the flight over London.  
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	Data
	Grand flying draw 2002 results
	
	Lists the 6 winners & 2 reserve of the 2002 draw.
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	Who has lost a copy of Graham’s book?
	Editor
	Found, The Bristol Blenheim signed ‘To Sarah Jane’ by author & now with Crecy publishers awaiting collection by owner.
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	Report
	Draw winner Dave Lowe gets airborne in a Yak 52
	Mike Henry
	On 20/07/2002 John De Quincey took draw winner & ex-WWII navigator Dave Lowe in Yak 52 from Sywell to Silverstone; with Dave at control some of the hour-long flight.  Pic: John & Dave beside Yak 52 G-BWOD. 
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	Letter
(edited)
	Follow-up from Bill Dauncy
	Bill Dauncy
	In response to his earlier letter (43/6) Bill had a letter from AG Rhodes (‘Dusty’) who billeted with Varmier family in Vraux & had similar experiences after 11/05/1940, travelling via Orlens, Loire & Liseur to Nantes, then Cherborg, Southampton, Wattisham (for eggs & bacon!) to Horsham St Faith, Norwich.  Dusty joined XVSq at Abingdon in 1939 & to France on 03/09/1939 as squadron photographer. When15Sq to UK, Dusty posted to 114Sq & ‘lived rough’ but has original photos of Vraux after bombing & destruction of 114Sq.  Also photo of aircrew & Simon Maude at Horsham.  AG Rhodes’ address is: Contact details via email address at bottom of web site     

	LAC AG Rhodes
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	Article
	Introduction to active service
	Tony Rhodes (‘Dusty’)
	An amusing description of the journey from Abingdon to France, via Southampton & an overcrowded Channel ferry, of LAC AG Rhodes & rest of XVSq on 02/09/1939 with the focus on (lack of) rations.  He transferred to 114Sq in 12/1939, again as photographer, & then to Bicester 03/11/1941.  

	G/Cpt Duncan McGill
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	Not a Blenheim but a Mosquito
	
	‘Llancarfan Newsletter 104’ (05/2001) claims Duncan McGill, RAF & test pilot for Bristol Aeroplane Company was first to land a/c on a carrier. Untrue; Guiness Book of Aircraft Records states 1st twin engine landing on carrier was Sea Mosquito, pilot Lt Cdr EM Brown in 1944. Also report of McGill flying Tiger Moth from Tremorfa (Cardiff) airport low up Ford Valley.

	F/Lt Douglas Attenborough
(‘Douggie’)
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	Obit
	Tribute to a Blenheim pilot
	
	Pic: BB flying over Manuden Church as a tribute to Douglas Attenborough, with his son Ron watching. Attenborough joined the RAF in 1939 at Debden, then Wop/AG at Bodney Norfolk & flew in BBs.  He died aged 92 & buried St Mary the Virgin Church, Manuden. 
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	Honouring airmen who served at RAF Horsham St Faith
	James W Moore
(‘Dinty’)
	‘Intercom’ (ACA’s journal) write that Mrs Christine P Armes is organising a plaque for airmen serving at Horsham St Faith; 2 Group before 09/1942 (incl 114Sq, 139Sq, 18Sq with BBs), then Americans.

	P/O Wylie Baser (87459)
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	Wanted
	139 Squadron – info wanted
	Richard Moore
	Richard would like photos of P/O Wylie Baser with crew & a/c, or group pic of 139Sq early 1941. P/O Baser was KIA over De Kooy airfield on 04/06/1941 in BB R3903 (XD-R). Richard address: Contact details via email address at bottom of web site     
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	Report
	An even better attendance than last year – Duxford 22nd September 2002
	Mike Henry
	105 attended annual luncheon at Officers Mess, Duxford 22/09/2002. Graham Warner & book ‘The Bristol Blenheim’ there, also Evie Saunders, Sir Ivor Broom & wife, & Ole Ronnest.  Flying display by the Blenheim. 
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	Pic
	Air and ground make contact in the desert
	
	Pic: from ‘The War Illustrated’, 04/1940 shows BB passing low over MT. Sent in by Ron Bramley.
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	Letter
	110 Squadron – latter days
	Charles T Payne
	Ref ‘Hairy moments with 110Sq’ (44/4) Payne write that, as Wop/AG crewed with P/O Topley (pilot) & P/O Cox (Obs) coming from 13Sq Army Co-operation Unit to 110Sq at Wattisham, they took part in last 110Sq op from UK searching for ‘Scharnhorst’ & ‘Gneisenau’.  He describes the ‘chaotic’ op. Remembers NZ pilot W/O Dave McIlroy, CO W/Cdr Cree (ed: retired to Australia), S/Ldr Smith & S/Ldr Waiters. 110Sq to India & Paynes last BB flight was Karachi to Lahore, then on Vultee Vengeances (ed: mentions Bill Gatling).  Would like to see other ex-110Sq at reunions.  Charles address: Contact details via email address at bottom of web site     
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	A donation from down under
	Editor
	Cheque to Society from Monica Brodie (daughter of Bill Evans from 110Sq & 101Sq early WWII) & Mike in New Zealand.
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	Report & Pics
	Vraux 2002 – small party, big show
	Andrew Pierce
	7 Society members met at Plough Inn, Dover, took ferry to Ypres, saw Mennen Gate ceremony, drove to Lille &, next day, to Rheims were met 4 XVSq delegates. Arrived Vraux day early so to Bethenville to lay wreaths (civilian & RAF aircrew). Sunday – wreath-laying at Red House (side of WWII airfield) with 15Sq: bugler from RAF Central Band & Betty George spoke. Then shown round XVSq’s two Tornados. Pics taken by Andrew (AP) & Philip Maclagan (PM).

· W/Cdr Bill Gibson, CO 15Sq with Garry (bugler) (PM)
· Betty George with Stewart (driver) Serge Maigrot & his wife Marie-France (PM).

· Andrew Pierce by MH1521 Broussard cowling, Serge & Marie-France Maigrot & Stewart (AP). 

· Close up of BB propeller Memorial (AP)

· Andrew placing wreath at Memorial (PM)
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	Article
	Those wonderful people of Vraux – part 2
	Tony Tranter
	Tony introduces Gerard Faux, co-founder Association Maison Rouge in early 1993. From early 1980s he & Denis Rogollet researched Conde-Vraux’s airfield history, purchased local farm & set up museum & the assn.  Born 1949 Reutlingen, Germany, to engineering family, after military service Gerard was helicopter mechanic & now quality control engineer at Reims Aviation Co & has just gained pilots licence from their Aero Club.  Denis Rigollet, born Vraux 1950, qualified as pilot aged 17 & had long interest in former Vraux airfield’s WWII history, & collected WWII photos from locals for 1984 feature. These showed lot of British servicemen at Vraux from 09/1939 to 05/1940 & led to ‘Red House’ Assn.

Pics: Gerard Faux by plaque to S/Lt Jean Marseille, S/Lt Julien Jaquet & Sgt Roger Pinatel; Denis Rogollet, wife Evelyne with Antoine, Geoffrey & Gaelle.

	G/Cpt John Cunningham CBE, DSO, DFC, AE
	11
	Obit
	G/Cpt John Cunningham
	Edited (from The Times)
	Born 27/07/1917, G/Cpt Cunningham joined RAF 08/1938 as night fighter pilot on BBs patrolling over North Sea.  After Battle of Britain with 604Sq flew first ops with AI radar & using this shot down JU 88 on 20/11/1940 over Sussex. Died 21/07/2002. (As press, Editor flew with Cunningham 30/08/1962 in Trident G-ARDB test flight from Hatfield.)

	AVM Edward Crew
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	Obit
	Air Vice-Marshall Edward Crew, CB, DSO, DFC
	Mike Henry
	While in 604Sq Edward Crew destroyed 21 V-1 flying bombs. The BBs had early airborne radar, operated by his Wop/AG Sgt Gus Guthrie. See also letter (44/11) from AVM Crew asking about his brother William. Edward Crew’s death, aged 84, announced in Daily Telegraph 22/08/2002. 

	Trevor Mellowes
	11
	Obit
	Trevor Mellowes
	Mike Henry
	Born in Blackpool, on leaving Bolton Grammar School in 1935 Trevor joined RAF School of Technical Training at Halton. He was posted to 62Sq in Singapore 1939, captured in Java 1942 & sent to Ambon POW camp, Moluccas, for 3½ horrendous yrs. On return to UK lived in Horwich, married Margaret Whittle in 1951, had one daughter (Jane) & worked as aerospace engineer inspector at de Havillands. Keen jazz fan. Died 06/2002, aged 83

	V Proctor (‘Bill’)
	11
	Obit
	W/O V Proctor (‘Bill’)
	James W Moore (‘Dinty’)
	From Long Oreston, N Yorkshire, Bill joined RAF at start of WWII & qualified as Wop/AG. Early 1941 to 18Sq at Great Massington, then Oulton flying in BBs. 06/1941, with crew, joined 84Sq at Monsul, Iraq (ME Command), & later 8th Army support in Desert. Late 1941 to Sumatra & Java where airfield overrun by Japanese & survivor escaped south to Tjilatjap (only 12 of 64 airmen reached Australia).  Bill captured by Japanese & POW for 3½ yrs, ending up in copper mine.  Died 27/07/2002, aged 85.  
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	Pic
	Bungee for Blenheims
	
	Warning cartoon for armourers by Charles Hall (‘Holly’).  Details of ‘open’ bombs doors requested for painting. John Romain of ARC explained these were held closed by bungee cord, opened by weight of bombs & then snapped shut.

	G/Cpt Geoff Wyatt
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	Letter
	A new member writes …
	G/Cpt Geoff Wyatt
	G Wyatt writes of his Blenheim days. From 5 FTS joined 57Sq at Upper Heyford 06/1936 flying Hinds. 04/1938 re-equipped with defenceless BBs & minimal training.  On 30/09/1939 57Sq flew to Arny, France for long-distance photo reconnaissance over Germany. No ‘phoney war’ as lot of crew KIA or POWs, incl CO, W/Cdr Day (‘Happy’) DSO. Got Mk IV BBs & moved to Rosieres-en-Santerre.  After 10/05/1941, a lot of casualties, including author. Recommends ‘Valiant Wings’ by Norman Franks (1988; William Kimber Ltd)* for good account of BBs & Battle squadrons in that campaign. Briefly in ME (09/1941) in 211Sq (which briefly an OTU), then Sudan (where ill). *Ed: Geoff Wyatt & Hugh George contributed.
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	Data
	New Members
	
	Names of 22 new members, including JE Cumber (‘Johnny’), Ex-59Sq Wop/AG 1940-1941.
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	Report
	The engineering side of ‘our’ Blenheim
	John Smith (‘Smudge’)
	At Dieppe on 31/08/2002 the Blenheim had problems to left engine. After obtaining details from crew, Smudge & Colin Swann got spare cylinder ready &, next morning, Derek Gunning flew them from Fowlmere to Dieppe.  Removing post studs from cylinder head difficult (Percy Verence managed it!) & it took another 2hrs to change cylinder 5 & get engines running.   

	
	14-15
	Review
	‘The Bristol Blenheim – a complete history’
by 

Graham Warner, MBE  
	Mike Henry
	This 637-page history/reference book, published by Crecy is chronologically organised with losses (operational & non-operational) in appendices at each chapter’s end.  Each chapter covers a particular period of BBs history & are divided into 4 parts. Part 1 covers BBs ‘Genesis’ (Frank Barnwell, the designer; engine designer Roy Feddon efforts to get variable pitch propellers; export of BBs to many countries, etc). Part 2: Wartime Service (with separate chapters for various phases/years of war in Northern Europe). Part 3: Blenheims in the ME & FE theatres of war (incl Desert, East Africa, Greece & Balkans, Iraq, Malta, Ceylon, India, Malaya, Burma etc). Part 4: Blenheim in the Background (support & training). As well as the facts & figures, the people who made, maintained, flew in (& too often died in) this aircraft are given due credit. 

Pics: 

· 06/09/2002; Graham Warner & Vyvyan Harmsworth with book at Duxford
· Some 24 ex-Blenheim crews with BB at celebration of ‘The Bristol Blenheim’ publication, 06/09/2002, Vyvyan Harmworth centre, Duxford

· Post-presentation flying display by Battle of Britain trio; Blenheim, Spitfire & Hurricane (not forgetting Fairey Battles)
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	How to fly a Jenny (JN4)
	Percy Hampton (WWI pilot)
	Sent in, via Joe Hill, from Don Morrison (President RCAF POW Assn), this amusing piece given a frightening idea of what pilots faced in flying early aircraft. 
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	Why I want to be a pilot
	
	Amusing extract from a schoolboy’s essay sent in by S/Ldr Taylor (RAF retired). Only downside: chasing away the girls! 


Other abbreviations (in no particular order at present)
	CWGC  Commonwealth War Graves Commission

a/c         Aircraft

POW     Prisoner of War
LG         Landing Ground
SWO     Station (or Senior) Warrant Officer
AOC      Air Officer Commanding

FIS

BC         Bomber Command

MT        Military Transport
IRCC    International Red Cross Committee

KD        Khaki Drill

FG        (American) Flight Group
U/T       Under Training

FTR      Failed to Return

CFS     Central Flying School

ME       Middle East

FE        Far East

DBR    Damaged Beyond Repair

IFF      Identification Friend or Foe

FTS     Flying Training School
EFTS   Elementary Flying Training School 
AASF  Advanced Air Striking Force, France 1939/40

ADU    Aircraft Delivery Unit
ASV    Air to Surface Vessel (radar)
AI        Airborne Interception
CAA   Civil Aviation Authority
CPF   Coastal Patrol Flight (Coastal Command subunit)
ITW    Initial Training Wing

B&GS Bomber & Gunnery School
	MRAF  
Marshal of the Royal Air Force

ACM    
Air Chief Marshal

AM     
Air Marshal

AVM   
Air Vice Marshal

A/Cdr  
Air Commodore

DFM       Distinguished Flying Medal
DFC       Distinguished Flying Cross
DSO       Distinguished Service Order
GC         George Cross

AFC       Air Force Cross
VC         Victoria Cross

TD

RDF       Radio Direction Finding

AGA      Air Gunners Association
ACA      Aircrew Association 
CG        Centre of Gravity
IAS       (58/5)
ADC      (50/9)

SOE      Special Operations Executive
ASR      Air/sea Rescue
NWF     North West Frontier (of India, now

                 Pakistan)
SEAC    South East Asia Command 
                 (1942/3)
AAIB       Air Accidents Investigation Branch
KIA         Killed in Action

F/Eng     Flight Engineer

VOR     VHF Omni-directional Radio Range
	RAF       Royal Air Force

RAFVR  RAF Voluntary Reserves
RCAF     Royal Canadian Air Force
SAAF      South African Air Force
RAFA      RAF Association
ARC        Aircraft Restoration Co.
RSU        Repair & Service Unit
MU          Maintenance Unit
RNZAF   Royal New Zealand Air Force

MEAF     Middle East Air Force

RAAF     Royal Auxiliary Air Force

RBL        Royal British Legion

BAC       Bristol Aero Collection, Kemble

RAE      Royal Aircraft Establishment  

                (Farnborough)
FAA      Fleet Air Arm

AHQ     Air Headquarters








